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2016 PREACHING ITINERARY 
January 12       Ray of Hope Christian Church 

Atlanta, GA 

January 18       St. John United Methodist
Shelbyville, KY

January 25-27   Sixth Ave. Baptist Church,   
Birmingham, AL

February 16-18  72nd Annual Pastor Conference
Louisville, KY

March 13            The  New Macedonia Baptist Church
Washington, DC

March 21-24    JL Roberts School of Religion 
Louisville, KY 

April 11        Hughlett Temple AME Zion 
Louisville, KY

April 12        Mount Lebanon Revival
Louisville, KY 

May 4          Covenant United Church of Christ
South Holland, IL

May 17         Baptist Convention of the 
District of Columbia & Vicinity 
Washington, DC

July 9-10      Trinity United Church of Christ
Chicago, IL

July 12-13   "White Out " St Stephen Church
Louisville, KY

August 17-18     Bethlehem Baptist Church
Simpsonville, NC

August 21         Consolidated Baptist Church
Lexington, KY

September 13-15    Alfred Street Baptist Church
Alexandria, VA 

September 26-28    Pilgrim Rest Missionary
Aberdeen, MS

November 9             Mississippi Blvd Christian Church 
Memphis TN

November 23           Burnett Avenue Baptist Church
Louisville, KY

November 28-30     New Mount Zion Baptist Church
Shelbyville, KY



MESSAGE FROM PASTOR  
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Christ! 

Well, God has done it again!  The Lord has brought us 
through 2016 into 2017.  What a privilege it is to serve the 
Lord and what a privilege it was to serve the Lord in 2016!  

When I consider what God was able to do through Bates 
Memorial in 2016, all I can say is Praise God's Name!  God 
is a constant source of amazement.  Where God guides 
God provides.  And God provided clear vision and needed 
provisions to make the vision a reality.  What a mighty 
God we serve.

This publication is our Annual Report, The Momentum.  
Because we believe that an informed church is an 
involved church, each year (and really throughout the 
year) we try to provide you a portrait of the many wonderful 
things that God has done and is doing through God's 
ministry at Bates Memorial. 

It is impossible for us to record and document all that the Lord has done in 2016 at Bates.  There is 
not enough paper, time or vocabulary to share an exhaustive report.  So, as you pursue this report 
you catch but a glimpse of the many and myriad things accomplished, and most of all, lives touched 
and transformed, as a consequence of Bates' ministries and people.  God continues to use us to 
make a difference for the sake of God's Kingdom.

This report could not have been possible without the dedicated staff and leaders of Bates Memorial. 
Leaders, thanks for your reports.  Staff, thanks for your leadership.  To Rush Trowel, Raydonna Guy 
and all those who supported you in the collecting of the material for the design, layout and content of 
of this wonderful report...'Thank You.

My hope and prayer is that this Annual Report, The Momentum, will not only inform you, but will also 
inspire you to either continue to serve or begin to serve as God takes us to new levels of ministry. 

As you read, you will be reminded that we are in the 2nd year of our five (5)  year ministry plan to 
reach more souls for Christ and to move closer to the day that we begin construction on our new 
campus on Ralph Avenue.  The theme for this plan 5 year plan is Expanding Our Territory based 
on Joshua 1:3:  "I will give you every place where you set your foot...."  That means that our 
2017 theme is the same but with a little twist.  Since we are in year 2, the theme is: Expanding Our 
Territory 2: Reaching Our Potential!  This year the challenge will be that we as the people of God will 
seek to consciously and intentionally stretch ourselves so that God can use us at our greatest 
potential.  We have done great things but we have not reached our full potential as a church 
community.  There is more.  And this year we are challenging us to surrender fully to the Lord so that 
we can really give our all!  

Will you join us?  Will you commit to God your all?  Will you stretch so that God can use you fully in 
life and ministry?  If you stretch as a disciple and we stretch as a church, God will take us to levels 
we do not dream!  Come help us take the next step in Expanding Our Territory! 

In The Master's Service
Pastor Williams

REACHING  
OUR  

POTENTIAL! 



2016 . 2017 . 2018 . 2019 . 2020 .

“I WILL GIVE 
YOU EVERY 
PLACE WHERE 
YOU SET YOUR 
FOOT” 

JOSHUA 1:3 NIV 

DR. F. BRUCE WILLIAMS 
SENIOR PASTOR

EXPANDING OUR TERRITORY  
2017: REACHING OUR POTENTIAL 
2016 was a blessed and fruitful year! As is our custom, we 
have started 2017 with 21 days of prayer and fasting as an act 
of consecration.  Joshua 3:5 declares "...Consecrate 
yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things 
among you."  Consecration prepares us spiritually for the 
amazing things we believe God is going to do.  This year, 
2017, we will continue to build on six areas of ministry 
emphasis and expansion.

Great care will be given to nurturing congregational 
spiritual enrichment by encouraging disciples to 

practice daily spiritual disciplines, to enhance 
Christian spirituality. 

Strategy: We will start the year off with 21 
Days of Fasting and Prayer. We’ve already 

had a special meeting with our Prayer 
Ministry to intensify our 2017 prayer efforts!

Congregants will be taught spiritual disciplines and encouraged 
to adopt a lifestyle of keeping daily devotions throughout the 
year using recommended material to assist them.1Spiritual 
disciplines - like prayer and service - will be modeled by church 
leadership and practiced in worship and ministry.

If we are not evangelizing, we are fossilizing.  
Our five-year goal is to reach a total of 3,500 
new disciples by 2020 (an average of 700 new 
disciples per year). We were able to reach 
439 new disciples by the end of 2016 

and expect greater in 2017! 


Strategy:  Active Outreach in Smoketown, Shelby Park, and 
Shively communities through various congregational community 
efforts and  programs.  

Personal evangelism will be taught, emphasized and encouraged. 
In 2016 the Becoming A Contagious Christian Series 
was taught to equip disciples to share the faith. We 
intend to offer that teaching again in 2017!

 PRAYER & CONSECRATION

1. PRAYER & 
CONSECRATION

2. EVANGELISM

BLUE PRINT 
2016-2020



2017: REACHING OUR POTENTIAL! 
John Maxwell says, "Leadership is everything."  I concur. To build and sustain greater ministry capacity 

we will increase the number of prepared leaders and staff serving at Bates.  The number of leaders 
will be increased by 50% in the first 2 1/2- 3 years. 
Strategy: Active but prayerful recruitment of new leaders and staff. 2016 saw the addition of 
an Associate Pastor of Church Administration, Dr. Sandra Wilson. Regular training of 
leaders and staff at every level of ministry through seminars, workshops, retreats, etc., as 

needed, promoting character, commitment, competence, chemistry and cooperation  (Teamwork). 
In 2016 our staff was blessed by a powerful team building retreat led by Dr Darryl Griffin 

entitled “Navigating the Transition Zone!”  We anticipate more training in 2017!

3. LEADERSHIP  
DEVELOPMENT

We will enhance the quality and expand the size of our present facilities to accommodate 
expanding ministries.
Strategy: Our BCDC has applied for inclusion in a grant through the Metro Bank.  Metro has 
made submission for New Money Market Tax Credits for upwards of 50 - 100 million dollars for 
various projects throughout the city.  Because we were included in the grant, if Metro Bank had 

been awarded the money then we would have had the chance of being rewarded several million 
dollars of the total money awarded. Unfortunately, Metro Bank did not win the grant in 2016.  

However, Metro Bank is reapplying in 2017 and we are included once again. If the grant is 
awarded, then monies can then be used to renovate and even expand our present facilities at 600 Lampton (old 
library next door), 728 Lampton, our storage space at Clay and Lampton, and 1228 So Jackson where our BCDC 
is located.  We will know some time after the middle of 2017 whether we will be awarded the money or not, and if 
so, how much we will receive. Because we were not able to win the tax credits, we did not have funds freed for our 
building committee for the Ralph Ave. facility to have an image of the new facility we will build on Ralph Ave. But 
we hope to have that image by Oct. 2017.

4. FACILITY 
EXPANSION & 

IMPROVEMENT

All present ministries will be enhanced or expanded where needed with special emphasis being 
put on children, youth, young adult and congregational care ministries.  A social justice ministry 
will be added within the first year as well. The beginning of our social justice ministry 
was added in 2016.  We plan to have it operational in 2017.
Strategy: We will recruit and train additional volunteers to help serve in the areas of special 

ministry emphasis and expansion listed above. We will provide needed additional space through 
anticipated renovation/expansion of present facilities through budget and anticipated grant money.

5. MINISTRY 
EXPANSION

We will financially support expanding ministry through proper financial stewardship practices.  
Strategy: We will continue to teach biblical giving  in new members classes and special sermon 
series. We will continue to offer Dfree financial literacy and wealth building classes three 
times per year to empower our congregants. We will roll out an additional phase of The 
Master's Plan Giving strategy to continue to liquidate debt and increase savings.We will 
continue monthly and quarterly budget analyses and reviews to maximize financial stewardship 

for ministry.

6. FINANCIAL 
STEWARDSHIP

Like Israel entered and claimed the promised land and like the New Testament disciples went throughout 
the world spreading the gospel and reclaiming lives that the enemy had stolen, during the next five years, 

Bates Memorial will be actively, boldly and unapologetically expanding territory for the cause of Christ. 
2016-2020 will be the most exciting and fruitful years of our 100-year ministry! 

Let's answer the call of the Spirit and as changed people, let’s change the world!



OUR FIRST FAMILY

Imani, Dr. F. Bruce, Dr. Michelle & Nailah Williams 



BATES STAFF

Dr. F. Bruce Williams 
Senior Pastor

Rev. Eric French 
Executive Pastor

Anthony Christian  
Director of Worship 

Dr. Sandra Wilson 
Pastor of Administration


Keith Reynolds 
Business Manager

Rev. Carla Anderson 
Minister of Education 

Rev. Robin MonkSelf

Youth Minister

Rush Trowel  
Media Director

Yalanda Carter 
Children’s Church 

RayDonna Guy   
Administrative Asst.

Toni Phelps  
BCDC Executive Director

Darlene M. Campbell 
Church Secretary 

Will Harbison 
Holy Ground 

Steven Edmonds  
OHMY Intern

LaKesha Maddox

OHMY Administration

Wanda Pipes 
Church Administration 



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Bates Community Development Corporation 
Bates Community Development Corporation (BCDC) was 
established in 1996 to engage in a wide range of community 
development activities that promote economic and social 
empowerment among individuals and families. BCDC’s mission 
is to enhance the quality of urban life through family promotion, 
combating community blight and deterioration, and contributing 
to community advancement particularly in the Smoketown and 
Shelby Park neighborhoods. Our vision is to engage in 
programs and services that address safe and healthy 
neighborhoods, family stability, and the empowerment of 
residents as advocates for the advancement of their community.

Our primary goals for 2016 were greater community advocacy 
and improved implementation of programs and services that 
promote the socio-economic health and well being of residents; 
to enhance learning opportunities for children in grades K-8 that 
advance their social, emotional, cultural and academic growth; 
and to expand our collaborative efforts with the business 
community, local non-profits, community organizations, 
educational institutions and governmental entities. 

One of our successes is evident in the improved reading and 
math scores of the children participating in our Kingdom 
Academy After School and Summer Enrichment Program. We 
also had a banner year with the VITA tax program in which a 
record 700 tax returns were prepared by our VITA volunteers. 
Additionally, we have strengthened our connections with local 
neighborhood associations and community groups and been 
involved in the regrowth and revitalization of the Smoketown 
neighborhood. We continue our outreach by partnering with 
other non-profits through projects such as the annual HIV/AIDS 
Forum which brings together local residents, service providers 
and churches from neighborhoods throughout the city that are 
most affected by HIV and AIDS.

Bates Community Development will continue the goals of 2016 
into 2017. BCDC is developing a program model that employs a 
more holistic approach to addressing the barriers that families 
face in becoming economically self sufficient and 
environmentally stable. We will continue to seek and establish 
strong partnerships and collaborations in order to bring 
resources and supports to Smoketown and Shelby Park that will 
address the community needs.

BATES  
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

TONIA M. PHELPS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Andrea Houston
Mark Whalen

Deloris Fenwick 
Rochelle Harris

BCDC 
NEW MEMERS



BCDC SERVICES & ACTIVITIES

ANNUAL EVENTS Total
Children

Total 
Households 

2015 Bates Tree of Angels 173 65

BASIC SERVICES 
Total 

Service 
Count 

Adults
Ages:
18-59 

Children
Ages:
0-17

Seniors
Ages:
60+ Total

Total 
Households

Friday Dare to Care Produce 692 153 54 37 244 145

Dare to Care Senior Delivery 1159 6 3 33 42 30
Saturday Dare to Care 

Produce 620 255 47 9 311 242

Saturday Midday Meal 2203 521 76 15 612 553

Emergency Food 141 158 148 30 336 132
A "Pearl to Wear" 

Clothes Closet 685 524 240 61 825 349

VITA Tax Services 697 569 163 120 852 697

6197 2186 731 305 3222 2148

HEALTHY HEARTS 
FITNESS 

Total 
Service 
Count 

Total 
Enrolled

Average 
Attendance

Ages 
0-18

Ages
19-49

Ages  
50-59

Ages 
60+

Aerobics 409 32 5 - 29 1 2
Core Strength Dance 

Training 180 50 4 3 41 4 2

Lord's Temple Yoga 
Fitness 143 31 3 - 26 3 2

Zumba Fitness 316 42 7 1 33 8 -
1048 155 19 4 129 16 6

OUT-OF-SCHOOL TIME 
YOUTH PROGRAM

Total 
Enrolled 

Average 
Attendance Male Female 

Grades
K-5

Grades
6-8

Kingdom Academy After 
School 55 13 37 18 21 34

Kingdom Academy Summer 
Enrich. 65 35 35 19 25 10

TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS

2278.75 HRS  



BCDC SPACE ENGINEERING CAMP

Kingdom Academy After School 
Program partnered with Gheens 
Science Hall & Rauch 
Planetarium and Time Warner 
Cable to offer a five week Space 
Engineering Bootcamp at 
Meyzeek Middle School.  Middle 
school students engage in rich 
scientific experiences designed 
to spark their interest in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM).

KINGDOM ACADEMY  
SPACE ENGINEERING  
CAMP 



BCDC SUMMER PROGRAM

The 2016 summer 
program was jammed 
packed with experiences 
designed to reduce 
summer learning loss, 
promote summer reading 
and offer educational and 
fun learning experiences 
to children entering grades 
1 to 8 in the Fall, 2016.

KINGDOM ACADEMY  
SUMMER PROGRAM



BCDC AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

The 2016-2017 school 
year was off to a great 
start with a fun and 
educational field trip to 
the Louisville Water 
Tower Museum, with a 
group of our students 
from Meyzeek Middle 
School.

KINGDOM ACADEMY  
AFTER SCHOOL 
PROGRAM



BCDC TREE OF ANGELS

The 2016 Tree of Angels 
events was a great 
success with over 60 
families with approximately 
170 children.  Volunteers 
from the Couples 
Ministries and OHMY 
assisted with distributing 
gifts, playing games and 
decorating gingerbread 
cookies with the children. 

BATES 
TREE OF ANGELS



EXPANDING OUR TERRITORY!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Expanding Our Territory 
through Prayer and 
Consecration was our 2016 
theme.  Pastor Williams 
presented The Blueprint, a five 
year plan, which outlined our 
course for the year and the years 
to come.   

With our focus on Prayer and 
Consecration, the Lord has 
guided us in providing spiritual 
growth and fellowship for the 
members of Bates Memorial 
Baptist Church, teaching one 
disciple at a time.    

Through New Members and 
MasterLife Series, we were able 
to take seriously our mission to 
“Mature the Saved” as stated in 
our Mission Statement.  I am 
very grateful and proud of the 
Leaders and Teachers who serve 
in Christian Education as they 
have moved to a higher level in 
preparation of their studies.  
Because of your sacrifice and 
commitment, many lives are 
being transformed and 
strengthened through the Word 
of God.   

We were committed each month 
to move beyond these walls to 
take the Gospel to those in 
nursing homes and prisons 
teaching the Good News to 
those who are unable to 
physically attend Worship.  We 
were blessed in our dedication 
to sharing with the residents of 
Mt. Holly Nursing Home, 
Camelot Nursing Home, the 
Diersen Center and the St. 
Ann’s Dismiss Charities for 
men.  We thank God for the 
opportunities to teach this 
Gospel to those who are in 
need.  We give special thanks to 
Deacon John and Sallie Lacey 
and Rev. Joe and Dorothy 
Starks for their faithfulness and 
dedication to the Lord and the 
ministry God has given them. 

Expanding Our Territory!  "I will give you every place 
where you set your foot."  Joshua 1:3.

REVEREND 
CARLA ANDERSON  
MINISTER OF EDUCATION

SISTER 
YOLANDA CARTER 
DIRECTOR OF 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Family Conference 2016 
The Family Conference was held June 22nd – 
26th  with four impactful days of Worship, 
learning, fellowship and celebration for the 
entire family.  Evening classes were available 
for the family with special focuses on: Marriage, 
Finance, Single/Dating, Parenting, Youth, 
Children, and Health & Wellness. Our 
conference facilitators were professionals and 
leaders throughout the city of Louisville and 
members of the Bates Memorial Family.  

Family Fun Night – On Friday night, we 
celebrated the family by hosting a Family 
Skating Party!  Families joined at the 
Robben’s Roost Skating Rink and 
enjoyed skating, pizza and one another.  
We look forward to hosting this event 
again in the future.

Worship –Our Conference Preacher 
was the Rev. Dr. Howard John Wesley, 
Pastor of the Alfred Street Baptist 
Church in Alexandria, Virginia.  He 
blessed us tremendously and we are 
better that he has come our way! 

Café Centennial – Café Centennial was 
an extension of our Family Fun Night.  
Our young adults flooded the Manhattan 
on Broadway for a night of music, 
comedy, poetry and fun! This event was 
hosted by Louisville’s own, Comedian, 
“Thee Mario” and bates own “DJ Q”.  A 
special thanks to Imani Williams who 
gave leadership to this event and to 
Carlos and Nachand Trabue for allowing 
the use of her building!

We say thank you to those who helped 
to make the Family Conference a 
success and a blessing to the Bates 
Memorial Church.  A special thanks to 
the Conference Staff of Volunteers (we 
had a great time) and the Bates 
Memorial Staff.  
To JoWanda Duckworth, Mrs. Nita 
Jackson and the Bates Culinary Team, 
please know that this event was even 
more special because you were 
involved.  We look forward to serving 
together again!



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Life Training Institute (LTI) 
The Life Training Institute (LTI) 
continues to strengthen our 
congregation with weekly study 
of the Word.  Our primary focus 
is to make Disciples. The 
purpose of LTI is to equip 
believers of all spiritual maturity 
levels at Bates Memorial Church 
to become more effective and 
committed Disciples of Christ by 
promoting excellence in mind, 
character and service through 
the ministry of Christian 
Education.  The four emphasis 
areas are Discipleship, Ministry, 
Stewardship and Evangelism. 
Discipleship encompasses 
learning more about Christ.  
Ministry is how disciples transfer 
that knowledge into action.  
Stewardship is the act of each 
disciple diligently supporting the 
ministry by sharing their gifts, 
talents, and financial support to 
the ministry. Evangelism is the 
act of spreading this knowledge 
through acts of service in the 
church and throughout our 
communities. 

Bates Bookstore 
The Bates Memorial Bookstore 
has been open for business for 
five years now.  All praises to an 
almighty God!  We salute Jamie 
Keith and the entire Bookstore 
staff and volunteers who serve 
diligently in providing material that 
is enlightening to its consumers 
and has been a blessing to many 
lives of the Bates Memorial 
Members.  The Bookstore is 
stocked with wide variety of Bibles 
and Resources. The shelves are 
also lined with various literary 
genres: African American 
Theology, Inspirational, Christian 
Fiction, Women’s, and Men’s, 
Children & Youth, Christian 
Relationships and so much more!  
“True Love Waits” jewelry has 
been a big ticket item for our 
youth and young adults who 
commit their lives back to God 
each year.  We were honored to 
feature our pastor, Dr. F. Bruce 
Williams’ books, Gideon: A Hero 
in the Making and You Can 
Have as far as You Can See, 
which are our bestsellers.  We 
also were pleased to add Pastors 
newest book release, Love 
Notes, 100 Days of Seeking and 
Affirming God’s Love.  We are 
pleased to feature the Bates 
Memorial Mass Choir’s CD 
entitled, King of Glory. Our year 
ended with a book signing by Dr. 
Lynn Turner Smith, PH.D., for her 
newly released book entitled, A 
Seed of Hope, A Journey through 
Grief.  What a great year in the 
Bookstore!  Hats off to Jami Keith 
and her team!

New Disciples 
The New Disciples classes 
have moved to the next level of 
teaching.  New teachers were 
added to lead the New 
Disciples Orientation and 
MasterLife Classes.  This has 
enabled us to have even more 
class times to meet the needs 
of our growing congregation.  
The New Disciples Ministry has 
proven to be a vital part in the 
development of our 
congregation.  We say thank 
you to all of the teachers for 
their hard work and dedication.  
During our three graduations, a 
total of 336 persons from 
various stages of New 
Members and MasterLife 
courses received certificates 
marking their 
accomplishments!!  
Congratulations to all of our 
Disciples!!

DYNAMIC!



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Teacher Training 
Six teachers graduated from 
the Teacher Training program.  
Congratulations!

KidStyle Worship @ the 
Nursery  
Children are our special 
responsibility, entrusted to our 
care by God. It is the mission 
of the Nursery staff here at 
Bates Memorial Baptist Church 
to provide a place where young 
children are loved, nurtured, 
and cared for.  In our Nursery, 
infants, toddlers, and 
preschoolers have their first 
introduction to Jesus and their 
church home. Here they learn 
from loving caregivers what 
Jesus taught the children: God 
loves you!!  

Bible Study 
Bates Memorial Freedom Night 
offers a mid-week opportunity 
for you to explore experience 
and enjoy the life-changing, 
character-building, 
breakthrough-enabling Word of 
God. Every Wednesday at 
Noon, we offer Bible Study 
featuring a food for your body 
and a feast your soul. In just 
one hour, you can treat 
yourself to a full course meal of 
spiritual empowerment! 

Assimilation Ministry 
The Assimilation Ministry and 
the Nursery Ministry are two 
ministries which have struggled 
in the past.  We thank God for 
Margaret Reed and her team 
of volunteers who have 
committed to the task of 
reaching out to all who join 
Bates Memorial.  Towards the 
end of the year, we welcomed 
a new leader, Mrs. Sherry Pitts!  
The Assimilation Ministry 
diligently guides and tracks 
new members through the 
Orientation process and into 
the life of the Church.  

Moving Forward, 2017 – “Expanding Our Territory” 

2016 proved that with God all things are possible!  The Christian Education Staff of Volunteers 
and teachers have been faithful to their calling in allowing God to use them for His glory. We will 
continue in our studies to provide qualitative classes that will nurture our members spiritually so 
they can grow and enjoy a close relationship with God, the Church, and all other relationships.   

I stand with great anticipation about the marvelous things God is going to do for Bates Memorial 
through the Ministry of Christian Education.  I am confident that we are following His will and the 
mission of this Church to Make Disciples!  

This is the Lord’s doing; it’s marvelous in our eyes!

Rev. Carla Anderson, Minister of Education



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Children’s Wednesday Bible Study 
Teaching our children the basic 
principles of the Word of God is 
something that we take seriously at our 
Children’s Church.  We gather each 
Wednesday on a journey of exploration 
with our first through fifth grades.  

Children’s Sleepover 
As always, the sleepover was a blasts!  
Over 75 people were in attendance 
including children and workers.  This 
was a night to remember as the 
children shared in Coloring Contest, 
Bible Trivia, Pajama Contest, pillow fun, 
and much more.  This event culminated 
in a large breakfast held in our 620 
Fellowship Hall.

Kids College 101 Workshops  Twenty 
4th& 5th graders who attended.  We 
were blessed by wonderful speakers to 
who shared various careers and the 
educational routes needed to succeed.  

Children & Youth Month
Children’s Mega Choir for Saturday  
Night Live was 75 children 

Children’s Church Wednesday 
Night Back to school Supplies
We were blessed to give way 40 
backpacks filled with all school supplies 
along with new and gently used 
uniforms. Parents and children were 
blessed.  

 Hallelujah Party 
This family fun event is for all ages 
where over 1,000 persons attend each 
year.  Games, activities and good food 
filled the entire first floor of Meyzeek 
Middle School.  This event has been a 
huge success in previous years.  

Children’s Church 
We are not playing church, were having Church!  Our Children’s Church 10:00 
and 12:00 worship services had the opportunity to minister to over 500 children 
throughout 2016.



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION



COUPLES MINISTRY 
COUPLES MINISTRY  
The Couples Ministry serves in various spiritual growth 
capacities:

1. Provide married couples with the tools to enrich their 
marriages and to keep them healthy by having speakers and 
activities that embody these goals

2. Encourage married couples, whether newlywed or 
seasoned, to devote quality time and attention to their 
marriage

3. Celebrate marriage

4. Provide resources to aid those who may be experiencing 
challenges in their relationship

5. Have married couples form strong bonds and friendships 
with other married couples outside of our meeting times for 
fellowship, mentoring, and fun 

Ten new couples joined the Couples Ministry. The ministry 
participated in various activities in 2016 as follows.

2016 ACTIVITIES  
In January we began with a lesson entitled “Healthy Marriage: 
Communicating with Confidence!” led by Pastor Larry Sykes of 
the Greater Good Hope Baptist Church.  Excerpts came from 
two books: Covenant marriage: building communication & 
intimacy, by Gary Chapman, and The healthy marriage 
handbook, by L.A. Ferrebee. 

On Valentine’s Day weekend, we had our annual Vow Renewal 
ceremony in celebration of marriage.  To continue the 
celebration during this month the men hosted their annual 
sweetheart event, where the men created a special evening for 
their wives.  This year the husbands took advantage of the “502 
Restaurant Week” and we had a wonderful, romantic and fun 
evening at the SWAY restaurant.  The wives were pampered 
and felt especially appreciated by their husbands’ 
compassionate display of love.

COUPLES 
MINISTRY 
LEADERS

CHARLES & ELAINE 
HUDDLESTON

VINCENT & PAM  
SIMMS



COUPLES MINISTRY 
2016 ACTIVITIES (continued) 
March brought us a powerful and practical message from our Executive Pastor, Rev. Eric French Sr.  It was 
entitled “How to Prevent Money from Ruining your Marriage.” 

In April, several members of the Couples Ministry attended the free play hosted by St. Stephen Church’s 
Marriage Ministry entitled Is My Wife Crazy – or Is It Me?  

In May, Rev. French provided us with some strategies for having some staying power when you or your 
spouse says “I’m Tired.” He spoke from Ephesians 5:18-21.

In June Rev. William Dickerson returned and spoke on the topic: “Happy Marriage - Marriage is a Big Deal!” 
where we learned how to delight in our marriage as God intended. 

In August, couples participated in the Marriage Retreat hosted by First Virginia Avenue Missionary Baptist 
Church and held at the Wooden Glen Conference Center in Henryville, IN. The retreat sessions were 
facilitated by Rev. Kilen Gray and Min. Cassandra Gray of New Mount Zion Baptist Church in Shelbyville, KY. 

In September we had a wonderful event, entitled “Dessert & Sweet Conversation” to have an open dialogue 
about good communication in marriage.  The evening was facilitated by Mrs. Sonia Suggs who has a 
background in marriage & family counseling.  The desserts were provided by the Couples Ministry co-
coordinators, and the Simms hosted the event at their home. From September 23-26 a Fall Marriage Retreat 
was held in Gatlinburg, TN that enabled couples to relax, romance, and reconnect.  Our own Youth Minister, 
Rev. Robin Self, who celebrated her one year wedding anniversary, facilitated a very engaging and insightful 
worship experience allowing couples to show appreciation for each other.  We learned much from this 
newlywed.

We started October by celebrating our Pastor’s Anniversary with a Black Tie Gala event.  Many couples 
participated in this wonderful event. Later in the month we had Rev. French, Sr. return for another enriching 
lesson on keeping it together and being thankful for our spouses. Many couples also did ministry service by 
helping out with the church-wide “Hallelujah Party” on October 31 in partnership with the Children’s Church 
Ministry.

Our final meeting for the year was held November 19.  The topic was “Are you patching or poking holes in 
your Marriage?” and Executive Pastor, Rev. French Sr. brought the message from Philippians 4:2-9.

We closed out the year by helping out with the “Tree of Angels” on December 17.  Husbands and wives 
provided service by assisting recipients in getting their gifts and getting them safely to their transportation.  In 
addition, many couples sponsored a child and supplied gifts.  It brings joy to be able to give back and 
participate in serving.

In 2017, the Couples Ministry hopes to increase the visibility and 
focus on marriage within the church. Additionally, the goal is to increase 

new members to 15 couples.



DANCE MINISTRY 
DANCE MINISTRY  
The most essential goal of the ministry and the central reason 
this ministry exists is to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Through the form of dance, we desire to encourage others, by 
our works, which are produced by faith. We pray that our fervent 
acts of service will bring others to participate in the ministry and 
overall, the life of the church. 
Our goals for 2016: 

Give SWAGG and WOW more opportunities to 
minister

Have D4G and WOW become more of a mentor 
to the youth

D4G and WOW to become better spiritual 
accountability partners to one another

To continue to grow and expand in Community 
Outreach

To keep our mission, vision statement and the 
reason we exist at the forefront (Psalm 150)

Due to the happenings of life (such as going away to college 
and moving out of state), we have had to say goodbye to some 
members. Yet, the ministry has remained fruitful and gained 
many. The children’s ministry gained 10 new members in 2016.
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DANCE MINISTRY 
2016 ACTIVITIES 
There was a host of activities and ministry opportunities that the ministry was involved in during 2016:

SWAGG - Children Youth and Young Adult Weekend, Lip Gloss Diaries at Kentucky Center 
for the Arts, and the Arts-Reach program at the Kentucky Center for the Arts

D4G – Bates Memorial’s Extravaganza, Praise Dance Rocks (annual dance ministry concert), 
Men’s and Women’s Weekend, African American History Month, Resurrection Sunday and 
Annual Mind, Body & Beauty Expo in Cincinnati, Ohio

WOW – Pastor’s Anniversary, Seniors Weekend, Multiple Senior Homes to minister for 
Christmas

With the youth being the life-blood of the church, the Dance Ministry aims to attract more children, youth, and 
young adult members. We would like for the teen ministry to grow and flourish into its own ministry again 
(differentiating slightly from the children’s group). We plan to do this by personally reaching out to former 
members who left and provide more activities for them to engage.

 
The ministry as a whole 
plans to host more 
workshops, group bible 
studies, community service 
projects, deepen our prayer 
life as a corporate body, and 
find more opportunities to 
worship collectively. The 
ministry leaders are grateful 
for the members we have 
and the wonderful parents of 
the children, who are 
committed to the ministry. 
We are truly humbled and 
thankful for those who are 
continuously praying and 
interceding on our behalf. As 
long as God is with us, we 
will continue to move 
forward. We know, without a 
doubt, that God’s plan will 
not and cannot fail (Mark 
10:9).



DEACON MINISTRY 
DEACON MINISTRY  
The goals for 2016 were to minister to the needs of the 
congregation through visitation, wakes, funerals, cards, and 
benevolence, as well as to assist the Pastor as needed.

One Yokefellow, Rose Watkins, was added to the ministry in 
2016.

The Deacon Ministry met on selected Tuesdays of the month, 
participated in classes for Congregational Care, Decision 
Counseling, and monthly Benevolence meetings (by providing 
financial assistance). We ministered to, prayed for, and visited 
members on the sick and shut-in list. We attended wakes and 
funerals as well as were present and available for all other 
church functions held.

Our goals are to minister to the needs of the congregation 
through prayer, visitation, cards and benevolence. We will 
continue to be good servants and assist our Pastor as needed. 
We also plan to start a new Yokefellow group in 2017.
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DEACON MINISTRY 
In 2016 two Deacons left 
the ministry due to 
relocation: 

Lee Harris  
& Glenn Williams.  

WE WISH THEM  
GOD’S ABUNDANT 

BLESSINGS!  



FAREWELL LEE HARRIS



FAREWELL GLENN WILLIAMS



DECISION COUNSELORS MINISTRY 
DECISION COUNSELORS 
In 2016, the Decision Counselors were seeking God's guidance 
and direction in enhancing our spiritual growth as a ministry. In 
February 2016 we provided training for various ministries of 
Bates such as Our House Ministries to Youth (OHMY!), Prison 
Ministry, Christian Education Ministry, and members desiring to 
be counselors. To date, there are 65 Decision Counselors.

Each year, we are blessed to receive those individuals who 
respond to the invitation to accept Christ as their personal 
Savior by Baptism or unite with the Church by Letter, Christian 
Experience, or Watch Care. Our mission is to carry out the 
Great Commission at every worship service and every time an 
opportunity is given. We address concerns every second 
Saturday of the month at 10:30 am or 
the following Tuesday at 6:00 pm.

We were blessed to be a blessing to the Bates Tree of Angels 
Ministry. The Decision Counselors and Deacons provided 
Christmas for three angels. Thank God for the Spirit of Giving 
and the smiles upon the children’s faces as they opened their 
gifts.

We partnered with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA 
Ministry by providing a donation of $1,000.00. This ministry 
consists of young adults from various colleges in Kentucky 
spreading the love of Jesus through evangelism. Our 
commitment towards this endeavor is given because of their 
determination and boldness to make a difference for the Lord. 

In March 2016, we celebrated our 7th Annual Decision 
Counselors Appreciation Fellowship. Each year we take time out 
to show each member of the ministry how much we have 
appreciated their commitment, service, and love to God. May 
God Bless you for all you do!

2016 has shown us beyond a doubt that with God all things are 
possible - Matthew 19:26. 

Our monthly meetings consist of hands-on activities that 
promote a zeal and passion to reach others by carrying out the 
mission of the church. 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DECISION COUNSELORS MINISTRY 
The spiritual growth of the ministry has been enhanced throughout the year of 2016. We sense a growing 
excitement for how God is preparing and using us to impact the lives of others through our ministry. Our 
monthly meetings consist of hands-on activities that promote a zeal and passion to reach others by carrying 
out the mission of the church.

For 2017 our goals are to continue to carry out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-29), to stress the 
importance of commitment to God and the ministry, to increase our membership,  to grow spiritually through 
our book study, and to conduct meetings designed to enhance the spiritual growth of the ministry.

We are looking forward to our 8th Annual Decision Counselors Appreciation Fellowship in March and being 
more committed to serving Bates Memorial Baptist Church in 2017!



DISABILITY MINISTRY 
DISABILITY MINISTRY 
With the start of 2016, there was a change in how the ministry 
would operate. Each member was given the opportunity to be 
responsible for putting together a program.  Each person who 
participated chose a month in which to develop a program select 
the topic, and arrange for a speaker.  We are going to have the 
same arrangement for the year of 2017.

This past year we had:

January, Beverly Peterson – Organizational meeting to choose 
the month and the name of the person who will be responsible 
for each month’s topic.

February, Theodore Young-Fire Prevention: Fire Station #9 was 
invited to explain about the use of smoke detectors, fire 
extinguishers, and what to do in the case of a fire.  They 
instructed us to get out and leave the fighting of the fire to the 
firefighters.

March, Charlotte Turner- Home Health Care: This session was 
very productive with the speakers being Mrs. Teresa Jarret who 
spoke about how she took care of her husband through his long 
illness. Vernessa Coleman spoke about how she gave up her 
dreams for her life to take care of her mother.

April, Beverly Peterson-The Heart: We discussed all the things 
that we know about people who have had heart attacks and TIA 
(Tran’s ischemic attacks).  

June, Sharon Bass-Irritable Bowel Syndrome:  We found out 
that many people have this problem and don’t know that there is 
sometimes a cure.  But because of the nature of this disease 
they don’t want anyone to know about this problem.   

July, Manetta Lempkheier-Budgeting: She taught us that we 
should never spend more than we have. There are many ways 
to save money and get ahead if we take the time to budget.
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DISABILITY MINISTRY 
August, Danielle Jordan-How to start a Business: Danielle brought to us her business plan that she uses in 
her personalized jewelry business. She also provided all the material needed for us to make our own jewelry. 
Some made earrings, some necklaces and others made bracelets. 

September, Marcellus Mayes-Christian Athletes in the World of Sports: Steve Wigging ton, Executive Director 
of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes told of how he encourages athletes to stay in school and out of trouble. 
Also Mr. Long, a former football player for U 0f L, is an Associate Pastor with the youth in his church. 

October, Vernessa Coleman-Missions: Mrs Judith Drummond was our speaker and relayed to us about all the 
missionary journeys that she attended and what she learned about the people that she helped both in 
teaching about Jesus and healthy choices.

November, Beverly Peterson-Grief and Depression: Mrs Yvonne Graves, Psychologist at Our Lady of Peace 
and Mrs. Lynn Powell, Grief Counselor with Hosparus , has been coming every year for the past three years 
with information to help those of us who are grieving or in depression to become overcomers and learn how 
to get the help that we need so as not to become a statistic.

December, CHRISTMAS PARTY: This year we are took members out to eat and gave Mr. Theodore Young a 
rest from all his labors as “chief cook and bottle washer.

In 2017, we expect a growth in our membership due to our mailing invitations to all the churches in Louisville 
to join us by sending their disabled members or to learn how to start a Disability Ministry of their own. 

We will again give our members a chance to choose a month and subject in which they would like to have 
more information.

We are also looking forward to other changes that will help facilitate our ministry in getting out more 
information to anyone that is interested in finding out about disabilities and diseases.



GREETER MINISTRY 
GREETER MINISTRY 

The focus for 2016 was for Greeters to make everyone 
comfortable and welcome at Bates Memorial and to support the 
ministries of the church that serve in our community. Six people 
joined the Greeters Ministry.

The Greeters participated in the X-travaganza and Hallelujah 
Party and supported the Women’s ministry with the Breast 
Cancer Walk. Other activities included donating food to the 
BCDC food pantry, collecting socks for Street Kingdom, and 
giving items for OHMY college care packages. The Greeters 
Ministry adopted two children for the Bates Angel Tree. Some of 
our greeters participated in a training workshop at St. Stephen. 

For 2017 Greeters will remain committed to serve as 
doorkeepers receiving God’s children into His house, and grow 
in God’s Word and continue to enhance spiritual growth in the 
ministry with positive meetings and activities.
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HEALTH MINISTRY 
HEALTH MINISTRY  
The Health Ministry underwent restructuring in 2016 with the 
goal of promoting health education and preventive health care 
measures for the Bates congregation and the community. 
Activities included setting up the first aid station and conducting 
health screenings at the X-travaganza, participating in the 
Women’s Ministry events for wellness, and serving as 
volunteers for any medical emergencies at various services and 
events.

The Health Ministry, which is comprised of nurses and other 
health care professionals, participated in education classes with 
Norton Hospital Ministry and the Central District Baptist 
Association workshops. Church members on the sick and shut-
in list will continue to receive cards from the Health Ministry. The 
ministry experienced growth in 2016.

One of the major goals for the ministry for 2017 is to offer free 
CPR training to Bates members and other ministries. Another 
goal is to provide monthly educational topics related to different 
health conditions to help bring awareness and education about 
physical, social, and mental wellbeing. A sock drive will be 
another service project of the Health Ministry. New socks will be 
collected and distributed to the homeless and organizations that 
provide services for the homeless. The Health Ministry also 
plans to provide Care Packages for people in nursing homes on 
special days such as Valentine’s Day, Grandparents Day, and 
other holidays. The ministry expects to conduct health fairs 
related to cancer and mental illness. The ministry has organized 
certain local experts to assist with education and demonstrations 
that will bring awareness to the church and community. 

In partnership with Norton’s Hospital, the members of the Health 
Ministry will participate in various continuing education 
opportunities.
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HEALTH MINISTRY 
In 2016 the health ministry participated in multiple church events including: 

Bates Extravaganza: Set up First Aid station and did screenings 
Women's Ministry events for wellness: Education related to high blood pressure and conducted 
screenings 
Lott Carey: served as volunteers for any medical emergencies
Participated in education classes with Norton Hospital Ministry
Sent out cards to the members of the church that were on the sick and shut in list 
Participated in funeral services that were help at church
Offer educational information for the church members monthly 
Participated in the Central District Baptist Association Workshops

The goals for the ministry for 2017 include but are not limited to:
Offering Free CPR Training Classes to members 

Monthly Educational Topics related to different health conditions to help bring awareness and education 
about physical, social, and mental wellbeing. We will make the information more accessible by having 
information in the View and Paper copies in the plastic receptacles by the exit and entry ways of the 
church. 
Sock Drive: for homeless and do outreach to give donation. This will be implemented by asking the 
members of the church to donate new socks and then the ministry monthly will go to areas and pass them 
out and donate them directly to organizations. 
Care Packages for people in nursing homes to give them on days they are not so much thought about. The 
ministry will select certain holidays like Valentine’s day and Grand Parents day go to local nursing home 
facilities and give the care packages and spend time with the individuals. 
Health Fairs related to Cancer and Mental Illness: The ministry has organized certain local experts to assist 
with education and demonstrates that can be conducted to bring awareness to the church and community. 
Continuing education for the ministry: This will be implemented through current leaders and partnership with 
Norton's Hospital.

The Health Ministry is looking forward to the upcoming year. We are committed and dedicated to promoting 
health and wellness to enhance lives through education and screenings, for our church and community.



MEN’S MINISTRY 
MEN’S MINISTRY 

2016 Men of Bates (MOB) Year in Review

It was an awesome year for the men of Bates. Here are some of 
the highlights…

Men of Bates (MOB) kicked off 2016 with their annual Super 
Bowl Party. The men came together to fellowship, support their 
favorite team, and enjoy great food. To better our community, 
the men participated in the “Hookup to Cleanup” and 
“Smoketown Sizzle.” Also, every fourth Saturday the Men of 
Bates are present at the Salvation Army serving breakfast to the 
homeless.

For Men and Women’s Month, the men began the celebration 
with their annual pool tournament which took place at Bankshot 
Billiard for fun and fellowship. Following this event, the Men’s 
Conference was underway. The theme for this year was “Search 
and Rescue.” The scripture was from James 5:19-20 (NIV). Our 
topics included Spiritual Formation, Financial Stewardship, and 
Health & Fitness. Our keynote speaker was Rev. Kilen Gray 
from New Mount Zion Baptist Church of Shelbyville, Kentucky. 
To close out the month, the men hosted a special studies 
classes titled “Real Momentum for Men Bible Study, ” that was 
led by our own Senior Pastor, Dr. F. Bruce Williams.

In celebration of our senior saints, dinner and entertainment 
were provided on senior weekend. We were truly blessed by 
their wisdom during food and fellowship. 

To continue the Bates Mission Statement which says, “To 
Mature the Saved,” the Men of Bates will host “Iron Sharpens 
Iron” every Sunday. A monthly bible study, “Soul Food,” is also 
offered every second Saturday.
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 
MISSIONS MINISTRY

In 2016 the Missions Ministry strived to take those steps which 
would grow an interest throughout the church in missions. The 
ministry wanted to align itself with Pastor Williams’ assertion that 
missions should be "the lifeblood of the church." The ministry 
efforts toward this goal were based on the acronym, S-E-E-D. 
The four components focused on were Service, Education, 
Evangelism and Discipleship.

The year kicked off with an interest meeting. Those in 
attendance were able to find out more about the ministry and the 
upcoming opportunities to participate. Also, it was a time of 
fellowship, and various ethnic dishes were served. Later in the 
year a Service blitz was held and it was a great success. More 
than 75 volunteers served at various places throughout the city. 
Some of the sites were the Baptist Fellowship Center, Bates 
Community Development, Salvation Army, Wayside Thrift store 
and the English Conversation Club at Iroquois Library. Others 
served in street ministry where clothing and food were 
distributed.

Later in the year the ministry had a movie night followed by a 
panel discussion. The movie shown was titled, The End of the 
Spear. It was the true story of a group of Christian missionaries 
in Ecuador who set out to reach the Wadani tribe, a violent 
Ecuadorian tribe defined by revenge killing. 

The ministry was pleased to have been able to have "Ignite" 
Weekend in 2016. At all weekend services a short video was 
shown which presented the efforts by many members of Bates 
Memorial in Missions throughout the world. In Addition, Pastor 
Williams delivered a message focused on missions.

The Missions Ministry partnered with the Women's and Youth, 
Young Adult ministry in a 'Welcome to the Neighborhood" 
endeavor. We went door to door welcoming the new residents 
and passing out welcome packets.
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MISSION MINISTRY 
At the X-travaganza the ministry had a table where information about the ministry was disbursed and a prayer 
banner was set up for people to write out any prayer requests or concerns.

A team of 10 traveled to New Orleans to work with Habitat for Humanity. It was a very rewarding experience 
for all involved. Although there has been some progress in the relief efforts since Hurricane Katrina in 2005, 
there is still work to be done. The team was able to work on two different houses and certainly felt a sense of 
accomplishment, knowing that families were going to be blessed with a new home! The trip transpired during 
the time of the flooding in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and the team traveled there and worked with the 
organization "Hands on Volunteers." Team members assisted in the demolition efforts on two houses which 
were destroyed. It was certainly a sobering experience to see the devastation and to hear the stories of loss 
from the families. Team member Shellie Mayfield describes her experience serving on this trip: 

“My trip to New Orleans was bitter sweet and a blessing, a great blessing as well. I say bitter sweet because I 
had the enjoyment of building a home that a family was going to be blessed with to a couple days later 
tearing down someone else's home due to a natural disaster. All the while we were still being a blessing to 
this individual and his family. I learned several lessons, some of which were reminders, one being that your 
life can change in a blink of the eye, another that it's a blessing to be able to help others and we always 
should if we have the resources because you never know when you could be that person in need. I was able 
to see my heavenly Father at work in my life as well as others and that if you ask He will supply your every 
need if you are walking in His will. Thank you LORD! I'm so thankful that I had the opportunity to be used by 
You.”

The Missions Ministry had a fruitful year. In 2017, it is the desire of the ministry to continue to plant S-E-E-Ds. 
There will be service, educational, evangelism and discipleship activities and opportunities planned. It is the 
desire of the ministry to Enlarge our Territory and attempt to reiterate the importance of missions being the 
lifeblood of the church.

“The only way the corporate Body of Christ will fulfill the mission Christ has given it is for individual Christians 
to have a vision for fulfilling that mission personally.” David Jeremiah
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
The goals of the Bates Music Ministry for2016 included the 
following:

1. Continue to enrich and strengthen the spiritual 
climate of the ministry.

2. Increase the ministry numerically with 100% 
participation and dedication

3. Continue to facilitate and participate in intentional 
fellowship and service within the ministry and 
community.

Twenty members were added to the Music Ministry.

The Music Ministry participated in various activities at Bates 
and at other churches in the community such as:

J.L. Roberts School of Religion
Bates Community X-trvaganza
WLOU Summerfest
Louisville Orchestra Waterfront 3rd 

Independence Day Celebration
Praise Covenant Worship 
Burnett Ave. Thanksgiving Worship
Salvation Army Ministry

For 2017 the Music Ministry will implement the following:
1. Hold monthly staff leader meetings
2. Host a Music Ministry Retreat
3. Design a 2017 Get Involved campaign
4. Hold a Spring/Fall Fellowship outing
5. Redesign the rehearsal schedules and 

format
6. Adjust ministry schedule and rotation
7. Survey members for suggestions on 
ways to improve and enhance the ministry
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PARKING MINISTRY 
PARKING MINISTRY 
The Parking Ministry aims to improve the worshipers’ 
experience through parking and assistance in the parking lot, if 
needed. We are the first contact with people coming to worship. 
Our goal is to ensure a positive attitude is created for each 
visitor.

Members of the Parking Ministry assisted with the Angel Tree, 
aided persons that had accidents in the parking lot by improving 
contact with our Health Ministry, and helped stranded drivers 
with their vehicles.

Goals for 2017 include the following: 

1) Continue to be a positive presence in the parking lot. 

2) Aid in the circulation of "The Daily Bread" and the "In 

Touch” pamphlets. 

3) Increase membership in our ministry through 

recruitment of youth. 

4) Continue participation in The Angel Tree. 

5) Continue surveillance of vehicles in the parking area to 

ensure the safety of our members and guests.
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YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
The 2016 goals for the Young Adult Ministry were to grow in 
number and spirit and to develop more committed disciples of 
Christ. Two members joined the ministry.

We participated in bi-monthly bible studies and community 
service with various organizations. We assisted in the Black 
History Month celebration. We also helped with hosting the 
Bates Cafe during the Family Conference. The ministry held 
quarterly fellowship activities to help to fellowship with other 
young adults. The ministry began a partnership with InterVarsity 
to reach students of color at the University of Louisville.

The goals for 2017 are to provide healthy spaces to learn and 
grow spiritually together and to continue to develop committed 
disciples and leaders for Bates and the Kingdom as a whole. We 
will become more involved in our local community and social 
justice efforts.

,
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PRAYER MINISTRY 
PRAYER MINISTRY 

What were your ministry goals/focus for 2016? 
Is to stay focus on Prayer and who it is that called us to 
be intercessors!!

Were any new members added to your ministry?   
3 new members for 2016.

In 2016 what activities did your ministry participate
 in the church or community?    
1) Praying for Pastor/Preachers as they preach Sunday 
mornings.

2) Praying for those that are lost, sick, or grieving, etc.
3) Conduct weekly Prayer 7-9 am. Saturday mornings!

What goals are set for 2017 and how will they be
implemented?
1)  To promote intercessory Prayer for those who are gifted and 
called to the prayer ministry. 
2)  To encourage all ministry leaders to participate in to 
promoting prayer within their ministry.

Additional information:  The members of the Prayer Action 
Team know they’ve been chosen and equipped by God to be 
intercessors.  We are fully committed in following the example of 
intercession set by Christ. We are to be found praying without 
ceasing, knowing that God is able and will not fail. Our desire is 
to live as if Jesus is on His way back. “We are to be praying 
always with all prayers and supplication in the SPIRIT, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all 
saints.” Eph. 6:18 (KJV)

    

“…the effectual fervent prayers of the righteous availeth much.”   
James 5: 16b (KJV)
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KITCHEN MINISTRY 
KITCHEN MINISTRY 
January: Noon & Evening Meals,PACT, BLT Meeting, Music 
Ministry Senior Choir

February: Funeral –Charles H. Stewart 022616, Noon & 
Evening Meals, Funeral - Gloria Griffin

March: Noon & Evening Meals [Kitchen supplies], Funeral – 
India Bridgewater Funeral – Danette Beasley, Decision 
Counselor Dinner 

April: Noon & Evening Meals, College Tour Lunch OHMY, New 
Members/Master Life Graduation, Annual Cleaning by Hoodz, 
PACT, 75 Box Lunches OHMY, Church Anniversary - Meal in 
Pastor's Office, Choir Repast 

May: Noon & Evening Meals, Funeral – Donnell Whitlock Sr, 
PACT & SPICE DINNER, Music Ministry Senior Choir Repast

June: Noon & Evening Meals, Prayer Breakfast/Conference 
Meals, Bates Extravaganza, Marks of Excellence, Table clothes, 
Children, Youth & Young Adults Repast, Pastors Office & 
Fireside Room 

July: Noon & Evening Meals, Music Ministry Senior Choir 
Repast, Extravaganza 

August: Noon & Evening Meals, Funeral – Shatuan Wallace, 
Funeral – Michael White, Men & Women Weekend, Bates Staff 
Lunches 

September: Noon & Evening Meals, PACT + Parents, Children 
& Youth Lunch, Funeral- Troyvonte Hurt, Bates Music Ministry 
Workshop, New Members & Masterlife Graduation

October: Noon & Evening Meals, PACT + Parents, Pastor 
Anniversary, Bates Choir Repast, Music Ministry Senior Choir 
Breakfast , Laundry 

November: Noon & Evening Meals, Senior Weekend

December:  Noon & Evening Meals, PACT, BLT, Funeral – 
Mattie Anderson Harwell, New Members & Master Life 
Graduation, Pact& Spice Holiday Dinner, Watch Night 
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RECOVERY MINISTRY 
RECOVERY MINISTRY 

Recap of 2016 
R.U.S.H. served an average of 10 participants a month with our 
highest participation in July 2016 of 17 participates.  We open 
with prayer, and then read the corresponding step for the month 
and scripture that goes with the step from “12 Steps for 
Christians.”   We would open with discussion for those who had 
issues or praise reports, and would discuss issues about life, 
recovery, family, addictions, and situations.  Co-Leader Glenda 
White-Newton, has been providing delicious food, drinks, and 
fellowship for the entire group, at her own expense.

Looking Forward to 2017
Enlarging our territory, we plan to double our participation, in 
2017, by having each of our current participants invite and bring 
at least one person, each month.  We also plan to allow one 
selected person, each meeting to give a 10-minute lead on the 
step and scripture for the month, and then afterwards allow 
others to share on the lead or topics of their heart.  R.U.S.H. will 
ask consistent and willing participants to contribute to meeting 
by bringing an item of food or drink.  We look forward to 
reaching more people and helping more reach recovery and 
solutions to life’s issues. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

1%1%

59%

39%

59 %  
Letters

39 %  
Baptism

2016 New Members 

New Members TOTAL - 336 
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PRISON MINISTRY 
Highlights / Accomplishments for 2016…..

1. Jefferson County Jails Men & Women’s Bible Study
Saved: 29; Rededicated their lives to Christ: 33; Bibles 
given out: 135; Prayer Request: 147
Teachers: Frances Middleton, Sharon Grimes, 
Shirley Anderson, & Mary Harlan.
Men’s Attendance: 208, Women’s Attendance: 210
Pamphlets: 265

   2. Dismas Charities Centers Bible Study  - 
    A. We transported 250 male clients from 1501 Lytle 

St. & St. Ann Campus to SNL Worship Services 
every 1st Saturday of the month. 
Drivers: Pastor, Andy Dickerson, George Gill & 
DC-Tours.

B.  Bible Study: (Liberty Bible Course Book 1 & 2) 
Portland Facility at 1501 Lytle St. every Thursdays 
of the month. Time: 7pm-8pm. 1 - Saved; 7-
Baptized; Attendance: 117 Teacher: Joe Starks

C.  We transported138 female clients from 
(Substance Abuse Program) @ Diersen Center, 
1218 W. Oak St to SNL Worship Service. Drivers: 
Ron Harris, George Gill, Joe Starks & DC-Tours.

               
D. Distribution of Our Daily Bread devotionals by 

Radio Bible Class:1,950; Distribution of In Touch 
Daily Devotionals, by Charles Stanley: 4,550;  
Distribution of New Life Pamphlets: 267:;Dismas 
Charities Facilities: 1-St. Ann Campus; 
2-Diersen Center; 3-Portland Facility; 
4-St. Patrick’s HWH; 5-Louisville, Federal Facility;

 Outreach Ministries: 1-Our Fathers House; 
2-Parking Ministry; 3-Street Ministry; 
4-Nursing Home Ministry.

 Distribution of DVD’s by BMMBC (53):

  1-KSR LaGrange, KY-1, 2-North-Point Training 
Ctr. Burgin; KY – 2; 3-Luther Luckett LaGrange, 
KY-1   C.C.; 4- Dismas Charities-Diersen Ctr; 
Louisville, KY 40210-1

     

PRISON 
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PRISON MINISTRY 
E.  Bible Study: Diersen Ctr. Thursdays. Time: 11am to 12noon. Teachers: Dorothy Starks, 

George Gill, Verlina King, Manetta Lemkheitir, & Pat Gatlin. Attendance: 621 Baptized: 12

F.  Women’s, Positive Power Program (Life Skills) at Diersen Center.  Attendance: 390.
Graduated: 32.

              
            

Prison Fellowship Angel Tree: We ministered to 29 families and 64 Children by the Word of God, 
Gifts for the children and a Meal in the fellowship hall at 620 Lampton St.

Goals for 2017:

A-Master life Book I & 2 at Dismas Charities St. Ann Campus at
     1515Algonquin Pkwy Lou. Ky. 40208.

               B-Prison Fellowship Angel Tree in December 2017.

C-Supply Clothing items for Residents who do not have any
    Family help at Dismas Charities, Portland, and Diersen Facility.

D-Continue Bible Studies at Jefferson County Correction Facilities downtown and
    Dismas Charities Community Correctional Centers.

E- Continue the Positive Power Program at Dismas Charities
     Diersen Center (Substance Abuse Program for Women).

F- Continue the SPAVA Program (Society for Prevention of 
    Aggressiveness and Violence among Adolescents) with the

                   Alternative Placement Center.
                 
               G- Continue Liberty Bible Course Classes at Dismas Charities 
                     Portland Facility at 1501, Lytle St. Louisville Ky.

               H- Continue to send DVD’s to Northpoint Training Center in
                    Burgin KY & (DOC)
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 
One of the 6 reasons why we exist at Bates is "To Transform Society."  That is our statement regarding social 
justice.  Bates Memorial, in collaboration with other justice loving Smoketown organizations, was able to 
come together and turn the tide against what was clearly a case of environmental injustice in the Smoketown 
Community.  

MSD was given the task of creating huge, much needed, water basins in various communities for the 
purposes of flood control. However, while other communities had basins that were to be constructed at grade 
level and therefore were community and environmentally friendly, the one designed for Smoketown was not.  

Instead, Smoketown was scheduled to have its basin above grade (above ground) which would prove to be 
an eyesore threatening property value and ignoring the wishes of the community.  Ignoring community 
desires MSD determined to build the structure above ground.  Our wishes turned to demands and even 
though Smoketown was told that "it was impossible to change the project", the community came together and 
with one voice persuaded MSD to do the "impossible" and the basin will be environmentally friendly, 
aesthetically appealing and useful to the Smoketown Community. 

Bates Memorial played a pivotal role and MSD backing down and giving the community what Smoketown 
deserved! 
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USHER MINISTRY 
USHER MINISTRY 
The Usher Ministry was successful in adding several adults and 
several youth ushers to the ministry in 2016. Youth ushers, 
under the direction of Sonia Suggs, are adequately prepared to 
serve at OHMY worship at Our House on the third Sunday of the 
month. As part of the Worship & Arts Ministry, the Usher Ministry 
works closely with the Media, Deacons, Worship Leaders, and 
Greeters.

Ushers continued to cover all weekend and midweek services, 
funerals, and any special programs. The Usher Ministry 
participated in workshops conducted by the Central District 
Baptist Association and the Worship & Arts training at Bates as 
well as its own annual training workshop. A new offering 
procedure was also instituted.

The Usher Ministry hopes to add more youth and adults to serve 
and to start a men’s usher team. All ushers are encouraged to 
continue participating in other ministries. 

In 2017 we will start an usher ministry for men. Darrick Wordlow, 
who is the newly elected usher president, will spearhead this 
effort. 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
In 2016 SWBC focused on implementing our revitalized ministry 
mission and purpose which now more accurately reflects the 
needs of the Women of Bates (determined by a previously 
distributed survey). The survey responses reflected universal 
and timeless themes that we as women struggle with. In aligning 
our focus with the church’s focus (“Expanding Our Territory”) we 
are committed to designing ministry that unites women of all 
ages, cultures, and backgrounds by addressing the needs of 
women and empowering them to stand as bold warriors for 
Christ, thereby bringing glory and honor to God. As part of our 
mission, we desire that all women: 1) develop an intimate 
relationship with Jesus Christ, 2) grow and mature in their faith, 
3) recognize and utilize their God-given gifts, 4) establish 
friendships with other sisters who can partner with them in their 
faith walk, and 5) become all that God desires them to be. As an 
overview, our ministry is determined to become “a ministry for 
the whole woman-mind, body, and spirit.”

Four new active participants were added to the ministry in 2016.

The Women’s Network and Fitness Fair” in February allowed us 
to share an overview of the ministry and the volunteer 
opportunities available, fitness sessions (facilitated by Bates 
Women and/or community partners), gift basket giveaways, 
food, and fellowship. The fitness sessions included “mental 
fitness” (facilitated by Clinical Educator Yvonne Graves), 
“spiritual fitness” (facilitated by Rev. Lisa Cox and Sis. Manetta 
Lemkheitir), and “physical fitness” (facilitated by Dr. Mikkaka 
Overstreet and Lisa Bellafato-Check/Change/Control blood 
pressure program). Additionally, Dr. Charlotte Stites (Director of 
the Smoketown Family Wellness Center) provided information 
about the center and about upcoming community meetings to 
determine the needs of the community. About 50 women 
attended.

SISTERS 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
One of our standing events throughout the year is the 
“Women’s Monthly Network” (1st Saturdays of each 
month, 1-2:30 p.m., 619 Sanctuary), designed to 
update and inform women of ministry and church 
events, ministry/church/community needs, service 
opportunities, and to promote relationships, 
partnerships, and fellowship among sisters. We 
continued with our “Clean Sweep Study” (a biblically-
based study facilitated by Sis. Manetta Lemkheitir) 
which utilizes biblical principles to assist in analysis of 
how “spiritual clutter” can spill over into other areas of 
our lives (physically, mentally, emotionally) and keep 
us stagnant or from becoming the women God 
intends for us to be.

Another standing event of the ministry is our SWBC 
Women’s Bible Study (3rd Saturdays of each month, 
10 a.m.-12 noon, 619 Fellowship Hall). The 
restructuring of the monthly Bible study to reflect the 
redirected purpose/focus of the ministry has made a 
definite impact on the spirits of the women who have 
attended.

SWBC also sponsored several events open to the 
entire congregation. For the fifth year, we held our 
church-wide “RED OUT” during which the entire 
church wore red in observance of heart disease/
stroke awareness month (February). Along with this 
observance, the ministry sponsored our annual “Have 
Faith in Heart/Go Red for Women” campaign to bring 
awareness that heart disease is the number one killer 
of women.



The other major event is our Church wide “PINK 
OUT” (October) which observes survivors/warriors of breast 
cancer, the most commonly diagnosed cancer among African 
American women. As we did last year, the recognition of the 
“PINK OUT” now includes observance of survivors/warriors 
of ALL cancers. In addition to the recognition of these brave 
individuals, the women’s ministry (in conjunction with the 
church) organized the “TEAM BATES” walking team which 
participated in the American Cancer Society Making Strides 
for Cancer Breast Cancer Walk. About 30-40 individuals 
participated wearing church-designed pink t-shirts and were 
able to make a substantial donation to the American Cancer 
Society.

In their promotion of physical fitness, the SWBC Walking 
Club continued their weekly walks once the cold weather 
subsided. If weather prevented them from taking their normal 
walk to Shelby Park or on the Waterfront, the group would 
meet at the church and walk inside or participate in a mini-
fitness circuit to increase heart rate and endurance.

The SWBC Hospitality committee continued to serve the 
congregation of Bates through the monthly provision of a 
decorative, clean, and inviting environment in the restrooms 
of all of our facilities.

During the year, the SWBC Women’s Ministry served in-
house and also alongside our outreach ministry partnerships, 
Scarlet Hope and Wayside Christian Mission. SWBC 
continues to seek out the needs and concerns of the 
community by maintaining involvement with the Smoketown 
Neighborhood Association and has since become involved in 
the quarterly meetings of the Smoketown Family Wellness 
Center (set to open in 2017). At the end of April, we hosted 
our second Mother’s Day Fellowship Tea to honor and 
celebrate all mothers. About 30-50 adults and youth 
distributed “welcome bags” and extended “welcome to the 
neighborhood” greetings to residents in the renovated 
Sheppard Square Neighborhood. In December, we were 
blessed to have our fourth annual Christmas Fellowship with 
the Women of Wayside Christian Mission. During the event, 
we shared the love of Christ by providing a delicious meal, 
sisterly support, compassion, encouragement, fellowship, 
and bags of hope. As always, we were blessed by the 
courage, testimonies, and tenacity of these women. Their 
transparency in sharing encouraged us to be more 
transparent, which resulted in an empowering night for 
everyone.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 



The Men’s Ministry (MOB) and the Women’s Ministry partnered again to celebrate Men and Women’s Month 
as a joint venture. The first major activity was a “Bowling Night” that included rounds of bowling, door prizes, 
fellowship, and camaraderie. Our second joint activity was the “Hook Up 2 Clean Up” community cleanup and 
outreach in July. This event involved teams cleaning up the neighborhood in blocks surrounding the church. 
About 30 volunteers participated and enjoyed a sack lunch after completion of the cleanup. We were blessed 
to be able to donate the additional lunches and water to homeless individuals around the city. As part of our 
individual celebration during the month, we held a “Women’s Empowerment Summit” which involved two 
evenings and one morning of prayer, praise, and a powerful word from our summit speakers (Rev. Linda 
Bunton, Rev. Tina Findley, and Min. Lisa Franklin-Gray). After the final session of the summit, we sponsored 
a “Taking Back our Health” health fair. Celebrations for the joint month culminated with a Spirit-filled Men and 
Women’s Weekend which spotlighted praise and worship from the Women’s Mass Choir (under the 
leadership of Sherri Garrison) at SNL and 10 a.m. worship and the Men’s Mass Choir at 8 a.m. and noon 
worship. The dynamic Word for the women-focused services was powerfully preached by Rev. Sheleta 
Fomby (Reid Temple AME, Glen Dale, MD).

We will continue with the revitalized focus of the ministry with a commitment to becoming “a ministry for the 
whole woman-mind, body, and spirit.” We will do this by: 1) providing activities that intentionally cultivate 
relationships, partnership, and friendships with other sisters; and 2) creating a supportive environment that 
promotes fitness (spiritual, emotional, mental, and physical), safety, and freedom (in sharing and being 
vulnerable), and a sense of belonging/inclusiveness.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 



WE’RE BUILDING TOGETHER!

YOUTH MINISTRY

But if serving the  Lord  seems undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, … But 
as for me and [Our House], we will serve the Lord. 

– Joshua 24:15 [OHMY Edition]

REVEREND 
ROBIN KAY MONK SELF  
YOUTH MINISTER 

YOUTH MINISTRY - Our House Ministries to Youth 
As we began the second year of ministry life as “Our 
House”, 2016 was all about building our middle and high 
school youth together. OHMY’s first step in following the 
Bates’ 2016-2010 vision ‘Expanding Our Territory’ was to 
begin building capacity. Committed to building leadership, 
relevant worship, fun fellowship opportunities, empowering 
workshops, community impact missions and growing Jesus 
followers, Our House is the place to be!

Building Youth Leaders…
2016 was LIT – literally! Building leadership on every level 
is all about lighting the fire of potential and passion within 
our youth, youth leaders and parents of youth. This year 
featured our first Youth Leaders’ Council and LIT (Leaders 
in Training) Sunday Sessions kick off. Twelve youth- 7th 
grade to 12th grade- were invited to participate in bi-
monthly sessions that would challenge their limitations, 
extend them beyond their comfort zones and build their 
confidence and competence in leading. Supported by the 
OHMY Education & Empowerment Team and facilitated by 
Bro. Rush Trowel, our young people engaged in practicing 
the leadership skills of clear vision, determined 
commitment, productive prioritizing and public speaking. 
Sean Convey’s 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens and Ken 
Abram’s Armed and Dangerous were the curriculum taught 
to inform our leadership development efforts. Practicing

OUR 
HOUSE 
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YOUTH MINISTRY

leadership and life-skills will continue to 
strengthen our youth leaders in 2017. Look to 
see our youth more present and producing 
beyond the classroom as they serve more in 
Worship, engage in leading small groups and 
take ownership in OHMY by planning their own 
events.

Building Adult Leadership Teams…
The fire burns brightly within our OHMY Adult 
Team to provide and expect the best out of our 
youth as the team itself expanded. In simple 
terms, our OHMY Leadership Team is amazing! 
The Our House Administrative Team grew to 
include an OHMY Administrative Assistant 
position and our very first OHMY Intern position. 
Bringing their gifts of excellence in organization 
and ministry, Our House has grown in structure 
and creativity. Kicking off the year with our first 
January OHMY Leadership Retreat, 36 adult 
leaders from SPICE Girls Mentoring, Word Up 
Bible Study, PACT Boys Mentoring, Education & 
Empowerment Team, Youth Missions Leaders 
and Christian Education Youth Department 
Teachers enjoyed the beauty of the Wooded 
Glenn Conference Center as well as the binding 
power of team-building, ministry visioning, and 
leadership reflections. We truly left the Center 
stronger than when we came. Beyond our 
weekly adult staff and volunteers, 2016 also 
saw the start of more intentional Parent 

engagement and involvement with our monthly 
Parent Connections session and meal held on 
the last Wednesday of each school calendar 
month. Seeing parents preparing and serving 
meals, serving as local missions chaperones, 
enjoying end-of-season fellowships and 
supporting youth walking in leadership makes 
for a strong team indeed.

Building Youth Worshippers… [Need CYYA 
pic from Media Dept]
2016 also saw the spark of youth grow in 
worship as they, once again, took part in an 
exciting, energetic and engaging Children’s, 
Youth and Young Adult (CYYA) Worship 
Weekend where the theme was, “It’s A Different 
World” from Romans 12:1-2. Youth served as 
“campus” tour guides (worship leaders), 
singers, dancers, ushers, greeters, media 
support and musicians at Bates University 
where all present were encouraged to “Be yoU”, 
as God made you: to be a righteous different in 
this world. With the relevant sermons of Rev. 
Jeffrey Johnson, II of Eastern Star Church 
(Indianapolis) and our very own Rev. Robin of 
Bates, our CYYA was a wonderful experience 
that none wanted to end. Moving forward with 
our Pastor’s blessing and collaborating with the 
Worship Ministry Team, youth prepared to begin 
their own regular Youth Sunday Worship at 728 
(Our House – formerly called the Bates Annex).



YOUTH MINISTRY
 After a great two-day Worship 
Workshop in September, Youth 
led their first OHMY Worship on 
Oct. 30th 2016 where over 75 
young people experienced a 
powerful and intimate worship 
experience with God’s presence 
surely blessing. Join us for 
Youth Worship each 3rd Sunday 
at noon in 2017 where our 
worship is for real and our 
worship is for YOUth!

Building Empowered 
Disciples who have Fun Too…
At Our House, we believe the 
more youth know, the more they 
grow. Our WORD UP Youth 
Bible Study (Wednesdays at 
7pm) is full of engaging, relevant 
word that helps our youth grow 
in saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 2016 saw the restart of 
Youth New Member’s Class – 
led by Christian Education 
Team. A Special Summer Bible 
Study Series called ‘The Game 
of [Abundant] Life’ engaged new 
teachers and new opportunities 
to grow. Now learning the 
Christian Life from the 
Uncommon Series, youth in 
Word Up Youth Bible Study are 
experiencing what it really 
means to be ‘Bout that Life’ in 
their everyday attitudes and 
actions. Being Uncommon is 
about being willing to stand out 
and stand up for Christ no 
matter what. This theme 
continued even as we shared 
another fun-filled #MisFitsOnly 
24hr Lock-In December 30th & 
31st from 5:30pm to 5:30pm. 
Over 75 young people enjoyed 
competing in group games and 
challenges, engaging in 

interactive youth worship, 
serving in morning missions, 
and sharing in fun field trips. 
Other fun activities include 
PACT Boys’ Mentoring Annual 
NBA game fellowship in Indiana, 
Movie outings, a Father/Son 
Formal Dinner and a summer 
grill-and-chill barbeque outing. 
The ladies are not left out of the 
fun as SPICE Girls’ Mentoring 
hosts its annual lock-in, 
entertained special guest 
speakers, attend local plays and 
learn the value of self-love and 
care through a spa day. 2017 
will be filled with even more 
opportunities to connect in fun 
fellowship with Bates youth and 
youth beyond Bates. 2017 will 
also see a return of Youth 
MasterLife!

Building Missions Muscles in 
Service…
Bates Memorial is a church of 
“changed people changing the 
world” and the youth walk in that 
mission. Every OHMY Ministry 
participates in monthly 
community service to local 
spaces like the Salvation Army, 
the Scholar House and the 
Chapel House. Our 
#MisFitsOnly Lock-In always 
features a big collection for 
missions (Dec. 2016 was food 
items for BCDC food pantry) and 
morning missions all over 
Smoketown. Twenty-six OHMY 
Youth and Adults joined the 
annual Lott Carey Youth 
Seminar held on the campus of 
Winston Salem State University 
(in NC) and Fourteen travelled 
to Toronto, Canada to serve in 
week-long missions in service 
and worship. We enjoy seeing 

our youth branch out and 
become emboldened to be 
better witnesses of Christ in this 
world. Beyond the missions trips 
outside of Kentuckiana, youth 
and parents served in Bates’ 
own front yard by sharing God’s 
love and a Bates Memorial 
invitation to our neighbors in 
Shepherd’s Square through our 
Smoketown Sizzlin’ Outreach. 
The joy and excitement of young 
people going door-to-door to 
share a smiling face and some 
Bates/OHMY memorabilia are a 
sight no one will soon forget. 
We’ll do it again in 2017!



YOUTH MINISTRY
Building Bridges…
While there is so much more that could be shared about Year 2 with Our House, the most important building 
is our bridge-building. We build bridges between the past our future on our annual Spring Break College Tour/
Road Trip. In 2016, more than 30 youth and leaders learned about the great legacy of African Americans at 
historic sites and museums in North and South Carolina while also visiting HBCUS (Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities) in the area. We build bridges between our Youth Ministry (OHMY) and other Bates’ 
ministries to support and train up our youth in the way they should go and grow. Collaborations with the 
Christian Education, Worship, Missions, Children’s Church and Young Adults ministries help our young 
people know that they are loved, valued and important to our family at Bates Memorial. Finally, we build 
bridges from our youth’s current conditions to God’s ultimate purposes for their lives. No matter how #MisFit 
youth feel in this world, they will also be welcomed and ‘fit’ at Our House.

Middle & High School Youth & Parents,  
Join Us in Our Upcoming 2017 OHMY Events & Experiences 

• Youth Sunday Worship @ 728 (Lampton St) on 3rd Sundays at 12noon
• SPICE Girls Mentoring begins January 10th at 6pm
• Word Up Youth Bible Study begins January 11th at 7pm
• PACT Boys Mentoring begins January 12th at 6pm

• OHMY Parent Connections Monthly Meeting on last Wednesday of the month at 6pm
• Adult Leadership Retreat January 27th & 28th 

• Education & Empowerment (College Tour Incentive) Workshops begin February 4th at 11am
College Tour/Road Trip to the DMV (Washington DC, Maryland, Virginia) April 2nd -  7th  
• WORD UP Youth Bible Study’s True Love Waits Study (April-May) Program May 21st 

• Children’s, Youth & Young Adult Worship Weekend June 10th & 11th 
• International Missions Experience for Youth July 10th-20th

• OHMY Open House Party with a Purpose August 2nd 
• OHMY #MisFitsOnly 24hr Lock-In Dec. 29th-30th 



YOUTH MINISTRY
2016 OHMY Team Leaders 

Youth Minister : Rev. Robin Kay Monk Self
OHMY Administrative Assistant: Ranetta Garrison

OHMY Intern: Steven Edmonds

SPICE Girls Mentoring Middle School : Jeanette Jackson-Martin 
SPICE Girls Mentoring High School: Jennifer Coulter 

WORD UP Youth Bible Study Middle School : Elaine Huddleston 
WORD UP Youth Bible Study High School: Quinton Johnson 
PACT Boys Mentoring Middle School: Dec. Marcus Workman 

PACT Boys Mentoring High School: Lawan Simpson 
EDUCATION  & EMPOWERMENT Team : Rodricka O'Bannon

New Volunteers/Workers
WORD UP: Min. Viisha Sousa, Min. John Boyette, Min. Angela R. Boyette, Ray Keith IV

 PACT: New Middle School PACT leader Greg Sutton, Anthony Mosley, Corky Ousley, Montez _____
E & E: Cedric Owens, Crystal Cox-Owens, Nina Reid

OHMY Admin Team: Lakesha Maddox, New OHMY AA
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VISION WEEKEND 



VOW RENEWAL 



PALM SUNDAY 





EASTER WEEKEND  







Fusce venenatis non pelementum  mauris

Nullam vitae hendrerit mauris. Fusce diam sapien, 
venenatis non porta id, elementum a mauris. Cras 
id eros eget arcu ultrices congue sed quis neque. 

Mauris quis vestibulum urna

Aenean commodo justo id nunc faucibus id tempor 
turpis eleifend lorem commodo.
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Aenean commodo justo id nunc faucibus id tempor 
turpis eleifend lorem commodo.
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turpis eleifend lorem commodo.
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BATES PINK OUT! 
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